
INCOMING 5th Graders Summer Reading 
 

● To build a love of reading and community all students are asked to read at least two (2) 
books this summer, but are encouraged to read as many books as possible. The first 
book must be a biography listed below.  They will then complete the attached book log 
and have it signed.  
 

● Due by September 7, 2019. 
 

●  Below are suggested titles as well as recommended authors. 
 

● Also, students have the opportunity to complete 1 project for extra credit. Projects will be 
graded by your Language Arts teacher. Based on how well you complete your project, 
you will earn 10 points, 15 points, or 20 points that can be added to 1 Language Arts test 
grade in the first marking period. 

 
Biographies 
Abigail Adams: Girl of Colonial Days                                    Wagoner, Jean Brown 
Albert Einstein: Young Thinker                                                  Hammontree, Marie 
Amelia Earhart: Young Aviator                                                       Henderson, Meryl 
Andrew Jackson: Young Patriot                                                           Stanley, George 
Beethoven                                                                                               Rachlin, Ann 
Behind  Rebel Lines                                                                                    Reit, Seymour 
Ben Franklin in Old Philadelphia                                                        Cousins, Margaret 
Clara Barton: Founder of the Red Cross                                        Stevenson, Augusta 
Crispus Attucks:Black Leader of Colonial Patriots                           Millender,   Dharathula 
Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery                                            Freedman,   Russell 
Eleanor Roosevelt: Fighter for SocialJustice                                             Weil,  Ann 
Franklin D. Roosevelt                                                                                    Mara, Will 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt                                                                  Freedman,  Russell 
Freedom Train: The Story of Harriet Tubman                                        Sterling,  Dorothy 
Henry Ford: Young Man withIdeas                                                             Aird,   Hazel B. 
Invincible Louisa: The Story of the Author of Little Women                   Meigs,  Cornelia 
John Adams: Independence Forever                                                   Benge,  Janet 
John F.  Kennedy: America’s Youngest President                               Frisbee,  Lucy 
The Lewis  and Clark Expedition,                                                    Neuberger,  Richard  
Mark Twain: Young Writer                                                                         Mason,   Miriam E. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.                                                                            Millender,   Dharathula 
Molly Pitcher: Young  Patriot                                                            Stevenson,  Augusta 
Paul Revere: Boston Patriot                                                               Stevenson,  Augusta 
 
 
 



 fought within himself. 
Night Journeys (Grades 4-7) by Avi 
In the spring of 1768, 12-year-old Peter, living with his Quaker guardian near the 
Pennsylvania-New 
Jersey border, joins in the search for two runaway indentured servants. 
Betsy Zane, The Rose of Fort Henry (Grades 5-8) by Lynda Durrant 
Lynda Durrant 
In 1781, 12-year-old Elizabeth Zane, great-great-aunt of novelist Zane Grey, leaves 
Philadelphia to 
return to her brothers’ homestead near Fort Henry in what is now West Virginia, where she 
plays an 
important role in the final battle of the American Revolution. 
Hope’s Crossing (Grades 5-8) by Joan Goodman 
Joan Goodman 
During the Revolutionary War, 13-year-old Hope finds herself enslaved in a Tory household on 
Long 
Island and uses all her resources to escape and make it home. 
First Paragraph 
Include title of the book (underlined), author’s name, and identify the type of book--fiction, 
fantasy, 
historical fiction, nonfiction. This is a brief paragraph (3 sentences). 
Second Paragraph 
This is a summary of the book. Your summary should be approximately six sentences and 
should 
include the following: 
• the setting 
• the main characters 
• the problem or situation. 
• steps the main character takes to resolve the problem or situation. 
Do not include details or dialogue in your summary. 
Third Paragraph 
Identify the main character(s). Provide two important personality traits (these are character 
qualities 
learned from the text). Support these personality traits with specific examples from the book. 
These 
examples should support your observations. 
Fourth Paragraph 
Name two minor characters from the book. Explain their relationship to the main character(s). 
Give 
two personality traits for these characters. Support your personality traits with specific examples 
from 
the book. These examples should support your observations. 
Fifth Paragraph 



Do you recommend this book? In a paragraph, explain your reasons and provide at least three 
examples for your choice. 
Section II – Choose any of the following books for your visual report. 
• 100 Cupboards by N.D. Wilson 
• The Fizzy Whiz Kid by Maiya Williams 
• From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L. Konigsburg 
• Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins 
• Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbit 
You will present a visual aid that should be created on 8 ½ x 11 paper or card stock. Please 
don’t buy 
full sized or tri-fold boards as they are too big and expensive. 
Visual component must include: 
o Title of the book, name of author, student’s name. This should be on the top right-hand corner 
of the front of the paper. 
o Students will draw a total of 4 pictures. 3 of these will depict important events or scenes from 
the book. These pictures should be hand drawn, “fill a page,” and be fully colored. Under each 
picture, students should have a two-three sentence explanation of the importance/meaning. 
o The 4th picture will depict the main character(s). Include a one paragraph description of the 
character(s) including personality traits. 
o Please only put pictures on FRONT SIDE of the paper. 
o Work should be of a high quality showing a student’s best effort. 
Section III: Required Reading 
All students must read Bud, Not Buddy, by Christopher Paul Curtis. I suggest reading this 
towards 
the end of the summer as students will have a test over this novel the first week of school. 
Remember, summer reading assignments are due on the first day of class. Happy reading, and 
have 
a wonderful summer!  
 
 


